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Morgan, Murray, Skid Road: An Inf ormal Portrait of Seattle . Seattle and London: University of Washington 

Press, 1982; readable general narrative history that first appeared in 1951.  

Sale, Roger, Seattle: Past to Present . Seattle and London: University of Washington Press, 1976; new edition 

2019; probably the best general overview of the history of Seattle to the 1970s.  

Thrush, Coll, Native Seattle: Histories from the Crossing -Over Place . Seattle and London: University of 

Washington Press, 2007; history of the city focusing on its ind igenous communities from past to 

present.  
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Chin, Doug.  Seattle's International District: The Making of a Pan -Asian American Community . Seattle: 
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__________, Suyama: A Complex Serenity . Seattle: University of Washington Press, 2011; biographical study 

of a significant Northwest modern architect.  

Hildebrand, Grant, and T. William Booth, A Thriving Modernism: The Houses of Wendell Lovett and Arne 

Bystrom . Seattle and London: University of W ashington Press, 2004; presentation and analysis of 

selected works by two significant Northwest modern architects.   

Hockaday, Joan, Greenscapes: Olmsted's Pacific Northwest . Pullman WA and London: Washington State 

University Press, 2009; introduction to th e Olmsted Brothers' work in Washington and Oregon, carried 

out by John C. Olmsted who was responsible for the firm's projects in the western United States.  

Martin, Harry, and Dick Busher, Contemporary Homes of the Pacific Northwest . Seattle: Madrona Publi shers, 

1980; black-and-white photo  book of regional modern houses in Portland, Tacoma, Seattle, Vancouver  

Matthews, Henry, Kirtland K. Cutter: Architect in the Land of Promise . Seattle and London: University of 

Washington Press, 1998); Cutter's career was primarily based in Spokane, but he did operate a Seattle 

office in the early twentieth century.     
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1.6 Current Firms and Individual Buildings  
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Brown, Kate.  
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Ochsner, Jeffrey Karl, and Dennis Alan Andersen, "Adler & Sullivan's Seattle Opera House Project,"  Journal of 
the Society of Architectural Historians 48 (September 1989):  223–231.  

__________, “After the Fire: The Influence of H. H. Richardson on the Rebuilding of Seattle, 1889 –1894,” 

Columbia 17 (Spring 2003):  7–15.  

__________, "Architecture for Seattle Schools, 1880 -1900," Pacific Northwest Quarterly 83 (October 1992):  128–

143.  

__________, “Meeting the Danger of Fire: Design and Construction in Seattle after 1889," Pacific Northwest 
Quarterly 93 (Summer 2002):  115–126. 

Ochsner, Jeffrey Karl, and David A. Rash, "The Emergence of Naramore, Bain, Brady & Johanson and the 

Search for Modern Architecture in Seattle, 1945 –50," Pacific Northwest Quarterly 103/3 (Summer 2012): 

123–141.  

__________, "Research Notes: Built for Mobility: Intercity Bus Terminals in the Puget Sound Region," Buildings 
& Landscapes 24/1 (Spring 2017): 67– 91. 

O’Gorman, James F., “The Hoo Hoo House, Alaska- Yukon -Pacific Exposition, Seattle, 1909,” Journal of the 
Society of Architectural Historians 29 (Oct. 1960): 123–ru09.5 (k)-2 e (a)0( 196)-12.2 -5.5 ( 2v)-1.1 ( -5.5 ( 20174 (u)-46 -1.62724 -2.614 Td
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Suttles, Wayne, "The Shed -Roof House," in Time of Gathering: Native Heritage in Washington State , Robin K. 

Wright, ed. Seattle:  Burke Museum, 1991, 212– 222.  

Taylor, Quintard, "Black Urban  Development: Another View: Seattle's Central District, 1910– 1940," Pacific 
Historical Review 58/4 (November 1989): 429– 448. 

Way, Thaisa, "How 'Art Assists Nature': The Alaska -Yukon -Pacific Exposition in the Pacific Northwest 

Landscape," Pacific Northwest Quarterly 100/1 (Winter 2008/2009): 12– 22. 

Wilson, William H., “How Seattle Lost the Bogue Plan: Politics versus Design,” Pacific Northwest Quarterly  75 

(October 1984): 171– 180. 

__________, "John C. Olmsted's Plan for Seattle," and "The Collapse of the Civ ic Center Dream in Seattle," in 

The City Beautiful Movement (Baltimore and London: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1989), 147 –167, 

213–233.  

__________, "'Names Joined Together as Out Hearts Are': The Friendship of Samuel Hill and Reginald H. 

Thomson," Pacific Northwest Quarterly 94/4 (Fall 2003): 183–196. 

3. SELECTED VIDEOS ACCESSIBLE ONLINE (listed in roughly chronological order of period covered)  

These professionally -produced films offer accessible illustrated presentations.  

“Seattle's Forgotten World's Fair" ; a documentary about the 1909 Alaska -Yukon -Pacific Exposition (2009); see 

Seattle Channel at: http://www.seattlechannel.org/misc -video?videoid=x26447   

 “Modern Views: A Conversation on Northwest Architecture” ; a documentary about mid -century modern 

architecture in Seattle (2010);  see Seattle Channel at:  http://www.seattlechannel.org/ misc -

video?videoid=x24963    

"Structural Engineers of the 1962 Seattle World's Fair" ; a documentary about the structural engineers who 

helped shape the 1962 World's Fair (2012); see Vimeo at:  https://vimeo.com/69351058  

4. ONLINE SOURCES OF INFORMATION 

The following are easily accessible sources of information online.  The Washington State Department of 

Archaeology and Historic Preservation and DOCOMOMO -WEWA (both listed under "Historic Preservation") 

also have useful information about Washington architects and architecture online . 

HistoryLink:  
http://www.historylink.org/  
An online  encyclopedia of Washington State that is often a useful source of information; much of the material 
on HistoryLink is drawn from other sources, so the level of detail and the degree of reliability may vary.   
 
 
 
 

http://www.seattlechannel.org/misc-video?videoid=x24963
http://www.seattlechannel.org/misc-video?videoid=x24963
https://vimeo.com/69351058
http://www.historylink.org/
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PCAD - Pacific Coast Architecture Database:  
http://pcad.lib.washington.edu/  
The Pacific Coast Architecture Database is an online  source of information about sites, buildings, architects, 
and related information for Washington, California and Oregon.   
 
SAH Archipedia Washington  
https://sah -archipedia.org/essays/WA -01 
The SAH Archipedia Washington list of resources in Seattle and King County includes 51 entries.  
 

5. 

http://pcad.lib.washington.edu/
https://sah-archipedia.org/essays/WA-01
http://www.lib.washington.edu/specialcollections
https://mohai.org/collections-and-research/
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5.3 Seattle Room, Seattle Public Library (SPL):  

https://www.spl.org/hours -and-locations/central -library/central -library -highlights/seattle -room  

The Seattle Room on the tenth floor of the Central Branch of the Seattle Public Library holds special collections 

that address all aspects of the history of the  city including an extensive collection of historical photographs.  

Collections accessible online  include historical photographs, postcards, manuscripts, and ephemera.  Also 

online  is the guide, "Researching the History of Seattle and King County Buildings."  

5.4 Seattle Municipal Archives:   

http://www.seattle.gov/cityarchives/about- the-sma 

The Municipal Archives hold the records of City of Seattle governmental activities.  These records include a 

large collection of photographs that document city conditions and city projects through most of Seattle's 

history.  Photographs have been digitized and many are accessible online . A visit to the Archives (located on 

the third floor of the Seattle City Hal l) should be pre -arranged as workspace is limited.  

5.5 Washington State Archives:  

https://www.sos.wa.gov/archives/  

The Washington State Archives holds records of state government as well as an extensive coll ection of 

records of Washington State history.   

5.5.1 Washington State Digital Archives:   

https://www.digitalarchives.wa.gov/  

A large portion of the Washington State Collections are accessible online  at the Washington State Digital 

Archives, including a large collection of photographs.   

5.5.2 Washington State Archives, Puget Sound Regional Branch:  

https://www.sos.wa.gov/archives/archives_p uget.aspx  

Housed at Bellevue College, the Puget Sound Regional Branch (also called Puget Sound Regional Archives), 

holds collections of records from county governments, many municipalities, school districts and other public 

governmental units and agencies.  Of particular interest for architectural historians are the King County 

Property Records which include historical photographs of buildings; none of the property records are 

accessible online ; a visit to the Archives in Bellevue is required.  Space is limit ed, so all visits must be pre -

scheduled.   

 

 

 

https://www.spl.org/hours-and-locations/central-library/central-library-highlights/seattle-room
http://www.seattle.gov/cityarchives/about-the-sma
https://www.sos.wa.gov/archives/
https://www.digitalarchives.wa.gov/
https://www.sos.wa.gov/archives/archives_puget.aspx
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6.6 DOCOMOMO -WEWA:   
https://www.docomomo -wewa.org/  
The western Washington branch of the international non -profit organization that advocates for preservation of 
modern architecture.  
 

7. REGIONAL CHAPTER, SOCIETY OF ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIANS 
 
Marion Dean Ross/Pacific Northwest Chapter SAH:  
http://www.sahmdr.org/  
SAHMDR is the regional chapter of SAH for Oregon, Washington, Idaho and British Columbia.   
 
Contact:  info@sahmdr.org  
 

8. ARCHITECTURAL BOOKSTORE 
 
Peter Miller Books  
https://www.petermiller.com/  
Now located in Pioneer Square, Peter Miller Books is an architectural bookstore that has been in operation for 
more than four decades.  Although the present time has not been favorable for bookstores, Peter Miller Books 
has remained central to the city's architectural culture.  Books may be ordered online , but the ambiance of 
Peter Miller can only be ex perienced by visiting the store.  
 
Peter Miller Books  
304 Alaskan Way South  
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