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their conservation if they are relocated rather than destroyed. We further recognize that, because of the 

divisive nature of these monuments, many museums may be reluctant to accept them or the literal and 

figurative costs associated with them. 

Racism and brutality against people of color have ignited passions worldwide, resulting in protests against 

injustice and calls for the removal of its symbols from what architectural historians sometimes call the 

built environment. Protests outside the United States have targeted statues of slave dealers, imperialists, 

Nazi sympathizers, and others. Within the United States, symbols of colonialism and the Confederacy 

have been the focus of public rage. As our nation wrestles with the question of equality, we have seen 

unprecedented public acceptance of the removal of such symbols, and it seems that long-overdue change 

may finally be achieved. 

We have seen this in calls to rename public and university buildings named for individuals with racist 

histories, as well as military bases bearing the names of Confederate officers. The removal of Confederate 

monuments from public spaces is a necessary step in the long struggle over symbols and public spaces in 

the United States, and we recognize that this is just one of many actions essential to ensuring that these 

spaces are open and welcoming to all Americans equally. While there is an urgency to this, the protesters 

are out in front of the public discourse; over the past few days, while this was being written, protesters 

toppled statues on Confederate monuments in Portsmouth and Richmond, Virginia, in Nashville, 

Tennessee, and in Montgomery, Alabama, among other places. The murder of George Floyd set into 

motion the current protests, but the debate itself extends beyond that unjust act and requires 

conversations about structural racism and white supremacy, and the ways in which they have been (and 

still are) reinforced in American public spaces. 

Because the 




