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Equity Concerns and Barriers to Access:
The Architectural History Pre-College Pipeline

Almost none of the faculty and student survey respondents
reported encountering architectural history in a meaningful
way through K-12 curricular or extracurricular educational
experiences.

First-generation college students and some people who
identify with at least one non-white U.S. Census racial/
ethnic demographic group reported comparatively low
rates of encountering architectural history in a meaningful
way before college.

Three-quarters of faculty and students reported that
they had had some type of meaningful encounter with
architectural history before college and that the most
common “pipeline” encounter type for both groups by far
was touring buildings, historical societies, and museums.

Almost everyone said they had taken their first architectural
history-focused college course as an undergraduate rather
than as a graduate student. This clear alignment across
multiple generations of architectural history pre-college
experiences suggests a positive correlation between
firsthand experience with historic architecture pre-college
and subsequent disciplinary interest.

Creating and Sharing Knowledge:
Architectural History Expertise

Data gathered directly from faculty and students, as well
as from completed doctoral dissertations and published
books, revealed no consistent patterns in the geographical,
chronological, or thematic focus of architectural history
scholarship. While over half of dissertations and books
focus on either North America or Western Europe, faculty
and students reported research interests involving a
broader geographic scope.

Data regarding the number of faculty teaching architectural




